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RESOIUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGIST,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Supporting the Establishrnent ofand Appropriating Funds for the Tohono

O'odharn Cornrnunity College's O'odharn Language Center)

WHEREAS,

RESOf,UTION NO. 20:O2l

thc constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation vests the L€gislative council with

the authority to "promote, protect and provide for public health, peace, morals'

education and general welfare ofthe Tohoro O'odhan Nation and its membcrs"

and to "authorize, charter and regnlat€ pub[c or private corporations and

associations whether organized for profit, or for non-prolit or charitable

purposes" (Constitution, Article VI, Section l(cX2) and Section 1(e)); and

the Tohono O'odham Community Coll€ge ("TOCC") was established in Ianuary

l99t to s€rve as the lohono O'odham Nation's center for higher edlcation'

research, culture and tradition (11 Tohono O'odham Code Article I' Section C"

Charter ofthe Tohono 0'odharn Community College as arnended fune 19' 20lt);

and

the O'odham lang[age is in decline as it is not being regularly transnitted inter-

generationally and it is listed as an endangered language by the United Nations

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNEsco)i and

despite the fact that over a period ofseveral decades, the Tohono O'odham Nation

("Nation") and rnembers and entities ofthe Nation, to include TOCC, have taken

steps to support the O'odham language including documentation of O'odham

speech and historical records, establishment ofthe Ilimdag Ki:, development of

an O'odham dictionary, adoption of a standard orthography (Alvarez-Hale),

design and irnplcrn€ntation of a certifrcatior process for O'odham lang[age

teaching, cr€ation of curriculum, and delivery of O'odharn language courses in

the K-12 system and at TOCC, those irnportant efforts have not and will not be

sullicient to revitalize the language; and

on Decenber 6, 201t, during an O'odham language sympositrm at Himdag Ki:

with the Legislativc Council, Nation's Chairman, and Executiv€ Branch in

attendance, along with individuals and representatives ofa variety ofgroups that

want to see steps taken to revitalize O'odham language, the TOCC did propose to

establish an O'odham language center dedicated to language revitalization; and

efforts to revitaliue endangered languages are lnore likely to be successful if
governments back those efforts with their resources.

WIIEREITS,

WIIEREAS,

NOW, THDREFORE, BE IT RDSOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Legislative council supports the

efforts ofTOCC to establish a language center dedicat€d to revitalization ofthe

O'odham language,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WIIERAAS,
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RESOf,UTION NO. 20-021
(supporting the Establishment of and appropriating Funds for the Tohono o'odham community
college's O'odham Language center)
Page 2 of3

BE IT FURTHER RESOI,VED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative council encourages and

supports TOCC'S efforts to secure grant funding from entities lncluding the

National Science foundation's Tribal College Enterprise Advancement Center

and llanguage Planning Grant opportunities, thc Adninistration for Native

Americans, and othcr funding sources for the preservation and revitalization of

o'odham language.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Legislative council hereby appropriates

funds in the total amount of $900,000 from the Nation's General fund to Tohono

O'odham Community College to establish and operate a Tohoro O'odham

Language Center with the express goal oflanguage revitalization, as described in

the attached proposal, incorporated herein by reference, to be disb[rsed to IOCc

in $300,000 increments each frscal year for frscal ycars 2O2O, 2o2l and 2022, oI

which an annnal report be provided to the Tohono o'odham Legislative Council.

BE IT FINALLY RDSOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council hereby encourages all

Nation entities that are involved with O'odham language teaching, learning' and

research to pursue partnerships with TOCC toward the estabUshrnent and

development of an O'odham language center for the teaching, learning, and

rcsearch ofthe O'odham language at TOCC.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by thc Tohono O'odham legislative Council on the l3Tl
day of IANUABI-2020 at a meeting at which a quorum was Bresent wlth a vote of 3J6J FOR; -0:
AGAINST; -0- NOT VOTING; and I04l ABSENI, pnrsuant to the powers vested in th€ council by
article vI, section l(ex2) and section l(e) of th€ constitution of the Tohono o'odbam Nation,
adopted bythe Tohono o'odham Nation on January 18, 1986i and approved by the Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary - Indian AIIairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe
Act ofJune 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984).

TOIIONO O'ODIIAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Evonne Wilson, Leglslative Secretary

o( | day of
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to the offrce of the Chafuman of the Tohono
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Said Resolution was subrqilted for apprq
O'odham Nation on tbe 4l day of j t'^ ,2o2oat ?:31 o'crock, P-.n.,

vP of the constitntion and will becomepursuant to the provisions of Section 5 ofArticle
elfective upon his approval or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove it within 4E
hours of submittal.

t{*n*oo"o oota" 2l d,.y ot

[ ] DISAPPROVED

to the Legislative secretary on t a" fl6 a:rv or

,zozo,ut?:?i o'crock, d- .'r..

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISLATIVE COUNCIf,

hy Joaquin, Legis

at 1:5(o,crock,

NED NORRIS. JR,, CII/URMAN
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION



RXSOIUIION NO. 20-021

ACTION: SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ltND APPROPRIATING FUNDS trOR THE TOHONO O'ODHAM
COMMUNITY COII,EGE'S O'ODIIAM LANGUAGE CENTER

MOVED: COUNCILMAN DANIEL L.A. PRESTON III SECOND: COUNCILMAN LOUISR. LoPEz

DAIE: IANUARY 13,2020

DISTRICT LNGISLATIVE RNPRISENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOI

VOTING IIBSENT

BABOQUIVARI
384.8

l. LEANDER MASE (Absent)
(Francine Schooling) (Presen t)

2. AIBERTA J. RAY
(Frances G. Antone)

192.40

192.40

x

x

CHUKUT KUK
347,5

l. vIvIAN IUAN-SAUNDITRS
Ouanita Homer)

2. MARIAKAY HENRY
(Billman Lopez)

173.7 4

173.75

X

x

GU ACIII
279,t

I. VICTORIA IIOBBS
( )

2. TIMOTIIY L. JOAQLTN (Absent)
(Louis L.Iohnson) (Prcsent)

139.65

139.65

x

x x

GU VO
264,4

I. DAI,IITS LEWIS
(Nacho Flores)

2. GRACE MANUEI
( )

132.21

t32.21

x

x x

IIICKIWAN
213.E

r. SANDRA D. ORTf,GA()
2. IOUIS R. LOPEZ

(Delma M. Carcia)

106.90

106.90

x

x

x

PISINEMO
zto.7

I. MONICA K. MORGAN
( ,

2 . MARIETIA MARTIN
t

I15.35

115.3 5

x

x

SAN I,UCY
2:t5.6

I . CLORIA RAMIREZ
(

2. IANA MONIANA
0lorraine M. Eiler)

ll7.to
rl7.Eo

x

X

SIIN XAVIER
238.9

l. JANICE FELIX {.4rs€rt,
(Adam Andrews) 1PieJe"/

2. DIINIEL L.A. PRNSION III
(Racheal vilson-ston€)

119.45

I r9.45

x

x

SCIIUK TOAK
189.O

r. QUINTIN C. LOPf,Z
(Agncs v,Ioaquin)

2. TERESA F. DONIUIUT
(Alberta EsDinoza)

94.50

94.50

x

x

SELLS
547,1

T . EVEI,YN JUA}T MAN U E T,

,
2. ARTHUR WILSON

t

273.55

273.55

x

x

SIF OIDAK
244.5

l. LUCINDA AILEN (Abscnt)
(Y olonda G^rcia, (Prescn t)

2.I'ARY LOPEZ (Absent)
( AJtrrl M. Garc.ial (Presen I )

122,25

122.25

x

x

x

TOIAf, 3,t7 5.7 3,t7 5.7 -o- -0- [041


